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What does this mean for vouchers?

Election Results

88th 
Legislature

89th 
Legislature

Yes No

63 84

80-85* 65-70*
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Important 
Dates

General Election
November 5

Bill Filing Begins
November 11

89th Legislative Session 
January 14

Bill Filing Ends
March 14

Regular Session Ends
June 2

Most New Laws Take Effect
September 1



Possible Speaker Dade Phelan Governor Greg Abbott Lt. Governor Dan Patrick

• Uncertain Speaker position
• Committee Chair shake up 
• 35 new House members
• 150 bill numbers reserved 

for priorities
• Balance of power:

• 87 R / 63 D

• Will likely declare “education 
freedom” a 911 item

• Authority to call 30-day 
special sessions on topics of 
his choosing

• Unchecked veto authority

• Endorsed Speaker Phelan’s 
opponent

• 2 new senators (Houston & RGV) 
• 40 bill numbers reserved for 

priorities
• Balance of power:

20 R / 11 D

Heading into the 89th...



Senate Committee on 
Education

Brandon Creighton (Chair)
Donna Campbell (Vice-Chair)

Paul Bettencourt
Brian Birdwell

Pete Flores
Phil King

Morgan LaMantia
José Menéndez

Mayes Middleton
Tan Parker

Angela Paxton
Drew Springer

Royce West



House Committee on Public 
Education

Brad Buckley (Chair)
Alma Allen (Vice-Chair)

Steve Allison
Charles Cunningham

Harold Dutton
Cody Harris

Brian Harrison
Cole Hefner

Gina Hinojosa
Oscar Longoria
Matt Schaefer



Emerging Policy Issues
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Inflation-Adjusted Funding

Source: LBB



Buzz-worthy Issues: School Finance

Basic Allotment increase vs. programmatic funding 

Special Education gap (~1.7B annual statewide)

 Increase in school safety allotment and/or grant funding

Charter School Facilities Funding: capped at $60M; allotment generates 6x that

ADA vs. Enrollment-based funding

Teacher pay raises: across-the-board, new TIA funding, combination of both?

540+ bills relating to property taxes filed so far!



Buzz-worthy Issues: Accountability & Assessments

Texas Through-Year Assessment Pilot (TTAP)
Replace one-time assessment with formative, interim 

assessments combined with an end-of-year assessment

Accountability standards for College, Career and 
Military Readiness 

Current environment around industry certifications (ie 
floral design)



Buzz-worthy Issues: School Safety

School interaction with/authority relating to immigration 
enforcement

Bipartisan movement toward increase in school safety per ADA and 
campus-based allotments
Note SB 260 (Huffman)

Expansion of school marshal program eligibility

Re-files relating to parental notification, school nurse/counselor 
requirements, and various training requirements



Buzz-worthy Issues: Other

New proposals relating to school library material 
access/cataloguing 

Re-files relating to access and notifications required for a 
litany of sexual health-related curricula

Several bills filed regulating school bathroom policies and 
policies relating to gender expression

Early ed/pre-k?



MOAKCASEY.COM/BILL-TRACKER



Quick review: 
Advocacy Dos and Don’ts for Texas Public Schools

• All public school employees (with limited exceptions in senior leadership) can, in their own time, using 
their own resources, advocate for or against or endorse any measure, candidate, or legislation. 

 
• Public school employees cannot use their school capacity or any school resource or work time to advocate 

for or against or endorse specific ballot initiatives, candidates or political parties. Use of school resources 
includes equipment, technology, facilities, and e-mail accounts.  

• Endorsing or persuading people to vote for or against a specific measure, candidate, or political party is 
strictly prohibited in an employee’s official capacity. 

 
• Voter registration and/or voter mobilization efforts based on a single side of a policy issue or political 

ideology is prohibited.  
 

• All activities must be conducted without bias for or against a specific candidate, piece of legislation, or 
party.
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Data Dive 

How are Texas 
students doing?





All Elementary and Secondary Student Results, 2019-2024



All Elementary and Secondary Student Results, 2019-2024



All Elementary and Secondary Student Results, 2019-2024
Broken Down by Special Population



All Elementary and Secondary Student Results, 2019-2024
Broken Down by Special Population



All Elementary and Secondary Student Results, 2019-2024
Broken Down by Ethnicity



All Elementary and Secondary Student Results, 2019-2024
Broken Down by Ethnicity
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